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CUBA 

Dissident blogger to start independent news outlet 

Cuban dissident blogger Yoani Sanchez has announced that the next step in her fight against the 

restrictive Cuban government is to start an independent news outlet. Sanchez, who is currently on a 

world tour which began last month after being granted a travel visa from the Cuban government, made 

the announcement in Mexico at the Inter American Press Association Meeting. She mentioned that she 

is already in the first stage of this project, working together with a small team of people. Sanchez 

claims that the combined digital and hard copy format of the news outlet will make it more accessible 

to Cubans, as most do not have a reliable Internet connection.  She is also visiting the US this month to 

speak about press freedom issues. 

https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/blog/00-13222-dissident-blogger-yoani-sanchez-vows-start-independent-news-outlet-cuba?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=Feed%253A+kcblogen+%2528Journalism+in+the+Americas%2529
https://citizenlab.org/2013/02/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-cyberwatch-february-2013/#Cuba
http://puebla.sip-asambleas.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/15/yoani-sanchez-cuban-blogger-newspaper-online_n_2886087.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/2013/03/21/3297819/in-washington-yoani-sanchez-speaks.html
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VENEZUELA 

Twitter user arrested for “destabilizing” message 

On March 14, Venezuelan police arrested and detained Lourdes Alicia Ortega Pérez for sending out a 

tweet that they claim was a “destabilizing message”  to the country. In a tweet, Ortega responded to 

someone inquiring about the death of Hugo Chave by saying,  “I do not know but he has become a wax 

doll.” This message prompted police to seize Ortega’s computer on the charge of “spreading rumours” 

and usurping the identity a of notary official. Cuban netizens responded to the arrest by posting under 

the hashtag #tuitdesestabilizador (meaning “subversive tweet”), daring the government to arrest 

everyone posting allegedly “subversive” messages. Two days after her arrest, Ortega was released, but 

her activities are still being monitored by the courts. 

 

COSTA RICA 

Internet connectivity speeds rank low on global scale 

The latest “State of the Internet” report recently released by Akamai Technology shows that Internet 

connectivity speeds in Costa Rica are lagging behind other Latin American countries, and rank 74th 

globally. Despite significant gains in speed over the past two years, Costa Rica is still behind other 

countries in the region, such as Chile and Colombia. The government of Costa Rica has set a goal for 

2014 to have 10 percent of the population with access to an Internet connection, and connectivity 

speed of at least 2 Mbps. The low connectivity and availability of connections are especially 

concerning in light of  Costa Rica’s 2010 declaration that access to the Internet is a fundamental right. 

 

CHILE 

Satirical Twitter account creator arrested 

In a case that highlights the lack of protection for user rights internationally, Chilean blogger and 

lawyer Rodrigo Ferrari is facing trial and jail time of up to 541 days for running a Twitter account 

(@losluksic) parodying the prominent billionaire, Andrónico Luksic. Personal information about the 

Twitter account holder was obtained by Chilean authorities, who requested the US government to ask 

Twitter to release the account information. By utilizing US laws, prosecutors circumvented a Chilean 

law that requires a warrant when seeking a user’s identity information. Ferrari was investigated for two 

years without his knowledge, until his Twitter account was shut down and he was arrested. 

 

 

 

http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/14/venezuela-twitter-user-detained-for-spreading-destabilizing-information/
http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/14/venezuela-twitter-user-detained-for-spreading-destabilizing-information/
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Venezuelan+official+says+woman+arrested+posting/8091341/story.html
http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/14/venezuela-twitter-user-detained-for-spreading-destabilizing-information/
https://twitter.com/search/timeline?q=%23TuitDesestabilizador&src=hash
http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/20/venezuela-destabilizing-twitter-user-ortega-released/
http://www.akamai.com/stateoftheinternet/
http://www.ticotimes.net/Business/Internet-slow-but-speeding-up-in-Costa-Rica_Friday-March-08-2013
http://www.ticotimes.net/Business/Internet-slow-but-speeding-up-in-Costa-Rica_Friday-March-08-2013
http://www.technollama.co.uk/costa-rican-court-declares-the-internet-as-a-fundamental-right
https://www.accessnow.org/blog/2013/02/21/chile-takes-blogger-to-court-over-twitter-parody-account
http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/05/freerod-chilean-twitter-user-faces-trial-for-parody/
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BRAZIL 

Brazil Internet use expanding, video consumption major factor 

According to a recently released report by comScore, Brazil’s online video consumption grew by 18 

percent from 2011, with Facebook being the fastest growing video platform with four times as many 

video views as 2011. The report, entitled 2013 Brazil Digital Future in Focus, outlines Brazilian 

Internet usage over the past year. It found that Brazilians spend about 27 hours per month online, the 

majority of which is spent on social media sites, Google and YouTube. The increase in Internet usage 

in Brazil now puts it as the seventh largest market for video views, and one of the largest users of 

Internet worldwide, with a rapidly growing e-commerce market. 

 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Twitter, social media used as communication tool during massive blackout 

On March 30, Trinidad was hit by a massive blackout that affected the entire island for almost 12 

hours, and Twitter and other social media networks proved a vital tool for users to share updates on the 

situation. Many with 3G access used Twitter to contact news channels for information, as the 

government was slow to respond. In the aftermath of the blackout, The Guardian newspaper pointed 

out the importance of mobile technology and social media during a crisis, highlighting how savvy 

communication between government and citizens can improve how a crisis is dealt with. This is the 

third major blackout in Trinidad and Tobago in the past three years, and the most widespread one to 

date, which was blamed on a disruption to the natural gas supply to the islands. 

 

CARIBBEAN REGION 

Hacking and security breaches on the rise in the Caribbean 

With several major security breaches across the region  in 2013, Caribbean tech experts are speculating 

that the Caribbean is increasingly becoming a target for hackers. This month alone, two major bank 

hacks occurred. In Jamaica,  CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank records were hacked, and in the 

Bahamas, all banks had their credit cards compromised and were forced to issue new ones to thousands 

of customers, following a break of security from outside of the country. One Caribbean blogger has 

compiled a list of major hacks over the last couple of years, including six hacks of major companies in 

2013 thus far. Due to the fledgling nature of Caribbean Internet networks, digital security is still weak, 

and resources and infrastructure are still in development, making it an easy target for security breaches. 

 

 

 

Read previous editions of the Latin America and the Caribbean. 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/comscore-releases-2013-brazil-digital-future-in-focus-report-195923591.html
http://www.telecompaper.com/news/online-video-consumption-in-brazil-grows-18-percent-in-2012--931560
http://www.rapidtvnews.com/index.php/2013031326769/brazil-online-video-viewing-sees-double-digit-jump.html
http://www.comscore.com/Insights/Press_Releases/2013/2/Brazilian_Online_Video_Audience_Reaches_43_Million_Unique_Viewers_in_December_2012
http://www.comscore.com/Insights/Press_Releases/2013/2/Brazilian_Online_Video_Audience_Reaches_43_Million_Unique_Viewers_in_December_2012
http://phys.org/news/2013-03-brazil-e-commerce-grosses-billion.html
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2013/03/31/blackout-has-trinidad-tobago-bloggers-seeing-red/
http://guardian.co.tt/news/2013-04-01/blackouts-shine-light-mobile-broadband-social-media
http://guardian.co.tt/news/2013-03-29/three-major-blackouts-three-years
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20130329/cb-trinidad-nationwide-blackout/?utm_hp_ref=homepage&ir=homepage
http://www.guardian.co.tt/business-guardian/2013-03-14/caribbean-harbouring-digital-pirates
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/gleaner/20130320/business/business1.html
http://freeport.nassauguardian.net/business/305022722813743.php
http://www.guardian.co.tt/business-guardian/2013-03-11/caribbean-cyberattacks-rise
http://www.guardian.co.tt/business-guardian/2013-03-14/caribbean-harbouring-digital-pirates
https://citizenlab.org/category/cyberwatch/latin-america-and-the-caribbean-cyberwatch/
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